chapters. The chapters are divided into two main sections: 1. Trauma, shock and development of the organ in shock and early organ failure, and 2. The development of the sepsis and multiple organ dysfunction syndrome.
This book is written mainly by scientists, but also by clinicians in the intensive care field, and explores in depth many aspects of shock, its manifestations and sequelae in the animal and human model. There are some outstanding chapters on topics such as bacterial translocation in the gut, endotoxin, cytokines, nitric oxide metabolism, acute lung injury and septic shock.
This book will be of interest for anyone in the critical care field, be they clinicians or researchers. It is up-todate, with plentiful references (some as recent as 1991), and gives a very broad overview of the many recent experimental aspects of shock and organ failure. It is well edited and surprisingly readable.
I highly recommend this book for any intensive care or hospital library.
S. A. EDLIN
Royal Perth Hospital, Perth, w.A.
Shock and Resuscitation, Editor E. R. Geller, 1993;
McGraw-Hill Book Company Australia Pty Ltd; Aus $140.00; 166 x 241 mm; pp. 605. This book addresses a central aspect of anaesthetic and intensive care practice. The basic physiology of shock is extensively and clearly covered and will be particularly appreciated by those preparing for the primary examination.
Cardiopulmonary resuscitation is excluded, except for paediatrics and aspects of pharmacology, while head injury and overdose are discussed. Hypovolaemic cardiogenic, septic and anaphylactic shock are covered as are burns and neurogenic shock. The many authors are predominantly North American surgeons so inevitably the practical sections of this book reflect their approach, which differs in a number of ways from Australian practice.
As might be expected the crystalloid-colloid controversy is extensively covered in this text; indeed it is tackled five times in different chapters. This issue would have been better treated in one clear and comprehensive chapter.
Monitoring the adequacy of resuscitation has been the subject of much recent debate in intensive care. Unfortunately, neither gastric mucosal pH nor splanchnic blood analysis are mentioned. The errors associated with oxygen consumption measurements using the Fick method, especially when the oxygen saturation is derived, are not discussed. These are Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 21, No. 6, December, 1993 surprising omissions in a specialised text.
This book is a valuable reference for basic physiology associated with shock and its treatment and deserves a place in departmental libraries.
C. CORKE
The Geelong Hospital, Geelong, Vie. Although this very impressive new multi-author text is aimed at the non-cardiac anaesthetist required to anaesthetise cardiac patients for non-cardiac surgery, I believe it is very suitable reading for, and probably of greatest benefit to the cardiac anaesthetist. The book presents a detailed account of just about every relevant aspect of the pre-anaesthetic and anaesthetic management of the patient with severe heart disease. This book is not a source of quick recipes for the busy anaesthetist on the night before a challenging anaesthetic. The author has resisted any temptation to oversimplify matters. The reviewer is left with the impression that at least in the author's view there is no alternative to a sound basic understanding of the disordered physiology of heart disease and its pharmacologic manipulation if the anaesthetist wants to deliver safe anaesthesia, irrespective of the type of surgery planned.
The book consists of eighteen chapters in three sections. The first deals with relevant cardiac anatomy, and the cardiovascular effects of anaesthetic agents. The second deals with anaesthesia for adults-twelve chapters dealing with monitoring, specific heart problems (e.g. ischaemic heart disease, arrhythmias and conduction abnormalities, cardiomyopathies) and patients in specific situations (e.g. after recent cardiac surgery, patients with pacemakers, and during pregnancy). The final section of three chapters deals specifically with paediatric patients with cyanotic or non-cyanotic heart disease.
The book is very modern, including practical use of state of the art technology (with many pictures of echocardiograms) and with particularly excellent chapters on ischaemic heart disease, arrhythmias and conduction abnormalities, patients with pacemakers and the pregnant patient with cardiac disease.
Purchase of the book is a must for hospital or departmental libraries and is highly desirable for any anaesthetist with the time and inclination to study the topic in detail.
R. F. SALAMONSEN Alfred Hospital Melbourne, Vie.
